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the seed corn of the years that were to come, — the plan
and key to his action in pedagogy," but it could be under-
stood by few of the people and received little attention.
Pestalozzi was, therefore, advised to put his thought into
more popular form, and in 1781 he wrote his well-known
story of Leonard and Gertrude.1 This work, with the sub-
sequent additions,2 gives an account of the degraded
social conditions in the Swiss village of 'Bonnal' and the
changes wrought in them by one simple peasant woman.
'Gertrude' reforms her drunkard husband, educates her
children, and causes the whole community to feel her
influence and adopt her methods. When finally a wise
schoolmaster comes to the village, he learns from Ger-
trude the proper conduct of the school and begs for her
continued cooperation. Then the government becomes
interested, studies the improvements that have taken
place, and concludes that the whole country can be re-
1 Lienhard und Gertrud: ein Buck fur das Volk.
z To elucidate more fully the teachings of this story, the following year
Pestalozzi wrote his Christopher and Eliza, and to show how it could be
used as a manual of popular education, he later produced The Instruction
of Children in the Home, and Figures to my ABC Book (afterward called
Fables}, but the public, wishing only to be amused, would not read them,
and Pestalozzi was driven by popular taste to add other parts to the Leon-
ard and Gertrude in 1783, 1785, and 1787. A translation of the original
first volume, with excerpts from the later parts concerning the village
school, is given in Barnard, American Journal of Education, Vol. VII,
pp. 525-648. An admirable condensation of the whole work has been
made by Eva Charming (Boston, 1892).

